MISCELLA

SEPARATION OF NEWDRURY.
Ir. ALLEN :

It is the happy lot of the citizens of this
jommonwealth, tv live under a Consti-
ation which secures to them, all the lib-
rty and rights which a reasonable man
ould wish or desire ; and in order to en-
Oy the privileges which are thus secured
» us, and increase the blessings which
vill naturally flow from the full enjoyment
1 them, it is the daty as well as the privi-
:ge, of all our citizens to use every means
vhich is calculated to promote this great
nd.  Government was instituted to se-
wure the existence of the hody politic ; and
o furnish the individnals who compose
t with the power of enjoying in salety and
canquillity their natural rights, and the
lessings of'life ; and whenever these great
ihjeets are not obtained, the people have
¢ right to alter the government, and to
ake measures necessary for their safely,
wosperity and happiness.  So says the
sweamble of the eonstitution of this Com-
ronwealth, nve it this will apply to
arce eommunitics, [ ean see no good rea-
son why it will not to lesser ones.  The
ody politic is formed by a voluntary as-
sociation of individuals 5 1t is a soeial com-
sact, and so long as cach member can
nrticipate equally in its privileges with
sther members, so long are the ends of
rovernment answered, and no longer, It
has fallen to the lot, Mr. Editor, of 2 con-
siderable number ot your readers, to re-
side in that old and respeciable town,
eatled Newbury, once the residence of the
pious Parker, and a host of other wor
thics 5 whose ashes still sleep in that ¢ sa
ered, boly ground,” near the first Parish
Chureh ; numes, that still are dear to all
who call themselves Christians,  Now,
sir, it is well known that the town of old
and respecetable Newbury is very large in
tervitory, (almost 40 times
Newburvport, the town of ¢ lecks and
oniong,” ) and  the inhabitants of the
town are tor the greater part farmers, and
they are very wealthy furmers, too, They
have their tarmas of one, two and three
hundred acres 5 thelr pastures are covered
with flocks, and their vailies with corn
theiv paths even drop fatness, so that the
little hills rejoice, they also sing, But not
s), Mr. Fditor, with another class of the
citizers of this old aud truly respectabic
town., ¢ The poor ve shall always have
with vou,” were the woids of the Saviour
of the world.  This is the class that feels
itself' aggrrieved.  Our rich neighbors, in-
stead of being ¢ shoved back into the pas-

tures,” have driven us to the borders of

the sea, and exclatmed © go there you old
fisheruen, you hewers of wood and draw-
ers ofwater.™  Thus their tewder mer-
cies are erueltios. That class of the eiti-
zens of Newhury, who reside in the im-
mediate vicinity of Newburyport 5 and
Joining on the south and wesi o her,have
long heen desirons of heeormne conneeted
with Newburvport 5 they have given
their reasons, which were considered by
them o be sullicient and satistactory
they still think so, and  they believe that
there s no eandid, fmpartial wan, ae-
auainted with all the cicenmstances, who
would not consider themesh, “They have,
therefore, petitioned the Hon, Legisla-
ture, onee, amd again, and 2oain, o
rate the territory on which they
from Newbury and annex the same to
Newburvport 5 and as otten as they have
petitioned, as often they have had liberty
1o withdraw their petition, T'o the pub-
lie, then, it must he obvious, that the pe-
titioners had not good awd sutlicient rea-
song, or else the Hon. Legistature would
in justice have gmnted theiv petition,.—
It beeomes the duty of the petitioners,
then, 10 show that they have not heen
“auilty of trespassing upon the time awd
notice of the Hop, Lesislature, withiou
sullicient reasons. The petitioners sy,
that their right of acguinng, possessiar
awd enjoving propertyv. is secared o them
by the declaration of the sights ot the -
habitants of this Conmmonwealth. This
they eannet doo i therr present siatem,

2z large as “little

n conunon with therr rich brethren, the
armers. 1t has already been hinted, that
‘he petitioners were of the poorer clags ef
the citizens of Newbury, (not less respec-
table, however, for this.) "They are not
as a body. wealthy ; but thev are indus-
trious 5 mostly merchants, mechanies and
sea-faring men.  They are nearly con-
neeted with the eitizens of Newburvport
they both have one object in view, and
one interest at stake; whatever takes
place to the advantage ‘of one, it is the
advantage of the other ;—in a word, no-
thing but the line which the statute book
deseribes, separate: these brethren from
each other.  But here is the difliculty.
Not that the line of division disturbs the
“ sleeping ashes of’ the dead,” hut the in-
tevest of the living 5 it scparates friends
and hrethren, who were once citizens of
the “old and respectable Newbury,”
whose interest is still the same. It has
heen stated, that the petitioners cannot en-
jov their rights equally with their breth-
ren, who are more wealthy., This 1
think will appear from the oliowing state-
ment.

It is known that towns are by law obli-
ged to raive, annually, a certam sum of;
money for thesupport of'schools.  This is
the case with Newbury, hut as before
hinted, “old respeetable Newhury,” is
very large in territory, (almost like a
county,) and the town must be districted,
which is the case, to ten or twelve districts.
Some of these districts are very wealthy
in fact in one of them, from their school
money, which they receive for teaching
their school, and some addition made up
in the district by subscription, they not
only support a schoo! through the’ year,
but hire a minister of the gospel to preach
to them every Sabbath. O could the pe-
titioners only enjoy these privileges, they
would cease to look to “little Newbury-
pert, or long for the leeks and onions 7=~
But our case is far from this. 1 statea
fact when T say, that in one of the dis-
tricts, (and this district is where the peti-
tioners mostly reside,) that the children
receive not a hundred dollars each per
year, but less than one hundred cents
cuch, per year; and this is all that is al-
lowed them by the town, from the monies
raised for that purpose. I ask for what
purpose did the Legislature enact a law,
‘binding towns to support schools ? Was
it for the rich that they might educate
their sons? or was it for the poorer class,
who are unable to do it? The enquiry
needs not an answer from me. 1 might
name other districts, who receive four
times, and even six times the amount for
their children, that the children in the dis-
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trict do in which most of the petitioners |
reside, but the scene is too sickening to)
pursue it farther. It will casily be seen,
who are the ¢« hewers of wood, and draw-
ers of water.”

The petitioners are said to be of the
poorer, or middling clasg of citizens. ‘They
are mostly 5o, but they have some prop-
erty, and for which they are taxed even
to the wimogt farthing,  Their dwellings
tare known, every ton of shipping which
they possess is known ;  they eannot (it
they wereso disposed) hide from the asses-
sors? knowledge their dwelling hounses, as
the farmer ean with ease his access of
land.  They must pay for every cent,
while the farmer ean keep back a guarter
and some times more of his aceess,  Bur
this is not all, most of the property in the
district, asked (or in the petition, is valued
much higher than property in other parts
of'the town, and some for more than it
would biing ai public saie 3 in ihet, many
of the dwelling-honses in the district are
| taxed more than the mansion house and
i all the necessary buildings, for a firm of
fone and two hundred acres. T have not
treference to the dwellings in High-streot,
{ —there are many to the south of South-
sstreety that are thus axed,  Who then
pare “hewers of wood, and drawers of
water,”

Uhave said the petitioners cannot enjoy
cquanly the priviieges which are cominon
and onght ¥o be equal to every citizen ;
they are 2 minority, and no measure that
would operate favorably to them ean ever
be adopted in the town,  They have {re-
quently asked the town to open one of
their roads, and that only for a few rods,
and as frequently have they been denied.
Some of” the pefitioners are sn conneeted
in business with the eitizens of Newhury-
port, thai ey are obliged to pay most of
their taxes there, without deriving any
henefit from them ; in fact more than one-

fitih of the taxes peid by the citizens of

the district petitioned for, are paid into

the Treasury of' Newhuryport: thus sit-

uated they eannot, equally participate with

the citizens of Newlory or Newburyvport.
[T be coneluded in our next.)
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SEPLRATION OF NEWBURY,
[Concluded.]

Many ol the petitioners are not able to
educate their children to that degree,svhich
is desirable to every good citizen 5 they
cannot send them abroad to obtain their
education, because they are not able tode
this, and if they were, perhaps they would
be home-sick. as the gentleman who op-
posed us, said he was,  ‘Thus situated, we

petitioned to be set off from Newbury and

annexed to Newburyport, where the edu-
cation ol children s considered, (as it
ought every where to be,) o tundamental
prineiple.
and onions,”? and who would not wish to
reside within its boundaries.  Now, if' 1
mistake not, the gentleman alinded to, ob-
tained part of his education in this little
highly favored town.
study of theology ,—for [must inforin your
readers, Mr. Xditor, that this gentleman
was once @ Clersyman ; and this fhet will
account. {or the solemn and  impressive
manner in which he addressed the Com-
mittee on towns, and protested with such
earnestness against the passage ol @ law,
which would separate the husband from
the wife ; the brother from the sister, and
the child from the parent.  Don’t be
trightened, reader,—the law in questior

1
would only have separated those whom

death had long before parted 5 and the
ashes of some of whom had mingled for]

more than a century with their mother
dust. We have petitioned, as before stated,
to the Legislature, which, az a duty we
owed oursclves, and our children, we were
bound to do. We have not asked to be
separated from Newbury to her hurt 5 the
separation would prove advantageous to
both, could it take place. We had every
good reason io suppose that the prayer of
the petitioners would be granted ; our in-
terest required it ; the good of the body
politic required it; and no one would be
mjured by it.  'We say that our interest

required it, and who are better judges in'!

this case, than the party interested ; more
than five sixths of the citizens were for the
separation, and in property more thun
nine tenths. The district asked {or, con-
tains about a quarter of the inhabitants of
Newbury, and more than a quarter of all
the Town poor, hut pays iito the trea-
sury of Newbury but little more than one
filth of the tax of -the town. ‘The peti-
tioners were willing to leave all 1he town
property, which is more than threc thou-
sand dollars. From these, and other facts
which we might name, we say that the
old town of Newbury would be the gain-
er by the separation, and we not the loser
by it ; because Newburvport was willing
to receive us on an equal footing with
themselves. But, objections were made
against this separation, by the Committee
of Newbury. We will notice all of them.
The first objection was, that Newbury
had been divided twice befure. This was
admitted ; the first was the separation of
Newburyport from Newbury, and its in-
corporation into a new town. 'Lhis was
considered just and necessary by the Le-
gislature of that "day, and for the same
reasons that Newburyport was set oft
from Newbury, we wish for a separation.
The second was the separation ot the two
west pdrishes from Newbury, which were
incorporated into a new town, by the name
of West Newbury. The principal rea-
sons for this separation, were, 1 under-
stand, the great extent of territory in the
old town, and the difliculty of attending
town'meetings. Their petition was rea-
dily granted.  No commerecial interest was
benefited by this separation. Now, sup-
wse that ten or even fifteen towns more,
:ad been tuken from old Newbury, and
she retained her present territory, is it any
good reason that another separation should
not take place, provided, a part of theci

zens can be greatly henefited, and the re-

maining part not injured?

'The second objection was, that the
town had located their town-house, in the
vicinity of the petitioners, for their accom-
madation, becanse the petitioners did not
k :ep horses and carriages, and could not
attend the meetings of the town, it the
heruse was located at a distance {rom them,
MNow, the truth is, that the town first lo-
vated their house in Belleville parish, con-
sulering that parish as the most central
part of the town,  About this time the
two west parishes petitioned the Legisla-
ture to be set oftf {rota Newbury, aud in-
corporated into a new town.  Now in or-
dor to render their reagons more plausible
Hr @ separation, they had the craft to tell
their brethren in the first and Byfield par-
ishes, we prefer coming to the turnpike, to
attend town meeting; we always have
business, more or less, to attead toin MNew-
buryport, and we can much better atfend
meetings at the turnpike, than at Belle-
ville.  Now we will join with you, and
have the house vemoved.  Here was a
temiptation which the citizens of Byfield
and the first parish could not resist,. No
sooner said than done. ‘T'he house was
taken down, a2nd erected where it now
stands. Now, West Newbury hada good
reason fer a separation, viz, the ereat o-
mount of travel they had to perforn, in
order to attend the meetings of the towa,
Had the town ehossn the most centrad
place for the loeation of their hovse, and
with speeial regard 1o the petitioners they

cwould have loeated it near the Clerk's and
Treasury oflice, which the tnen’s com-
mittee say is the centre, and even the very
vitals of the toavn,  Now, My, Fditor, i
is a fuct, that had the separation faken
place, the Newhwry town-house would be
a< much in the centre ot the town, as 1
regards travel, as it now s, ol could not
e moved to aceonnnodate all the citizens
for the hetter,

The third objetion, offerad against the
geparation was, that it the Legislatun
should erant the praver of the petition
Belleville parish would petition to be sl
oft from the town, and wheie would old
respectable Newbury, be. Now, siv
Belleville did petition the Fegislature, no
long sitce, to be incorporated into a0 new
town, amd the wn of Newhury said Iy
thetr votes, heart and hand, g3 we an
willing yvousheubll o, Thev also told us

vou may o, oo, it Bellevitie should sue
ceed 3 but we cannot fet vou otl, i Bojle
ville should remain with us: we mus
keep you thr a halanee t—=conmmment bere i
UNNECESSATY,

The fourt!s veas m wia, that the valua
ton of Newbury oas Twenty e

v

This is truly a townof * Jeeks !

I wilwde to the;

SRS OF T Aoilary, Whne Scnh DUty pors
was sixte-five.  Now, it must be obvious
to t'vvry' man, that there is not this ditler-
enee ju regard (o property, in the two
jtowns., This was the valuation of the
fproperty at the time of sepavation, and it
it was a correct one at that day, tcannot
believe i is at present.  “I'he citizens of
Newburvport, will do weli to ook at this
thing—fair play is a jewel. But, admit-
ting it is so, what good reason could it bey
arainst the separation ? It would not int
thie least, diminish the value of the re-!
maining part, nor increase its expense. i
‘I'he fifth reasou was, thet several wa-
“ter privileges would be taken from the:
old town of Newbury,  What are they ?
. Where can they be? On enquiry they
“were found 107 be two or three landing
places, where our sea-faring inen haul wp
i1heir boats, and which ave as tree tor  the
Luse of any town in the county as [or New- i
thury.  "They might as well have said, you |
will deprive us of Water Street, on which |
Swe have expended several thousands of']
dollars. i
2

I'he sixth and last reason was, that the
Ctown hiad purchased a large farming os-|
! tablishwent for the poor, and it would not |
jbe wanted, i’ the separation should take,
cpiace.  Here, citizens oft Newbury, look
at this ! See what vou would have gained !
had you been willing to have parted with
us as {riends.  So tew poor would you
{have had with you, that you would not
i have needed your Alms-house. Now, the
truth is, that if the establishient was too
{large for the poor of the town after the
i separation, it might be easily reduced, on
"erms advantageous Lo the town.  "This
i was declared in town meeting, by a num-
iber of respectable gentlemen, who reside
sin the vieiity of the establishment. - But,
I'sir, on the other hand, it is a fact that can-
{ not be denied, that should the town re-
i main together as it now is, the town must,
of necessity, expend large sums of money
i to cereet suitable buildings for the accom-
s modation of their poor; or enlarge the
Preseit one, WIHICn 15 wWell Known o pe
only a house of ordinary dimensions for a
i farm of two hundred acres.
Thus, Mr. Editor, I have given our
reasons for the separation, and all the ob-
!jections that were made against us. The
i public may judge whether they were suf-
Hicient to induce the Legislature to grant
t the petition. 'They have, also, the objec-
{ tions made against the separation, and can
| judge what weight ought to be attached
tothem. For ourselves we feel aggriceved ;
we think that justice has not been done
us. But we must content ourselves to be
hewers of wood and drawers of water.—
We are required to deliver the tale of
bricks, and the straw is kept back from us,
Our task-masters are exact, but we will
not repine. Pharaoh will not let Israel
go. caven, therefore, must send her
judgments; then they will drive us out
with a strong hand. JUSTICE.
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