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THE HISTORY OF OLD TOWN HILL 

L CJn d ay 6, 1935, "Quascacunquen," t h e  I n d i a n  
name meaning " w a t e r f a l l , "  which r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  f a l l s  on t h e  r i v e r ,  l a t e r  named Parker  
R i ve r ,  was a l lowed by t h e  Cour t  t o  become a 
p l a n t a t i o n  and " i t s  name h e r e a f t e r  s h a l l  be 
Newbury." A t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h e  bus iness o f  
t h e  town was t r ansac ted  by a committee. 
Th i s  l a s t e d  f o r  about a year.  However, t h e  
p l a n a t i o n  inc reased  so r a p i d l y ,  t h e r e  were 
s u f f i c i e n t  numbers t o  become a competent 
town. 

The . g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  Church was on a 
sabbath, i n  t h e  open a i r  under t h e  branches 
o f  a m a j e s t i c  oak t r e e  which s tood on t h e  
n o r t h  bank o f  t h e  Parker  R i ve r ,  about  one 
hundred yards  f rom where t h e  b r i d g e  now 
stands. Th i s  yea r ,  1635, t h e  f i r s t  Meet ing 
House was b u i l t  on t h e  Lower Green, near  
t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  Great H i l l ,  as it was t hen  
c a l l e d .  A f i e l d s t o n e  marker now stands i n  
a s tone  w a l l  on Newman Road near  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  o f  Mary L. Johnston and Lucy 
i Plumer t o  mark t h e  spot .  The f i r s t  
graveyard was near  it. The Cour t  o rdered  
t h a t  no d w e l l i n g  house should  be b u i l t  over  
one-ha l f  m i l e  f rom t h e  Meet ing House, 
excep t  f o r  m i l l s  and f a rm  houses. 

M r .  Horace Plumer, who owned t h e  e a s t  end 
o f  Old Town H i  11 and l i v e d  a t  6 Newman 
Road, t o l d  me t h a t  once, w h i l e  p low ing  h i s  
f i e l d  he h i t  a s l a t e  s l a b  which covered a 
grave. He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  
were b u r i e d  deep, l e s t  t h e  I nd ians  would 
know how many d ied .  

I n  1636, t h e  General Cour t  enacted a law 
t h a t  every  townsh ip  should have c o n t r o l  
over  i t s  a f f a i r s ,  and t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  choose 
p r u d e n t i a l  men ( n o t  t o  exceed seven i n  
number) t o  o r d e r  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  Town. Th i s  
body was e v e n t u a l l y  c a l l e d  "selectmen." 

I n  1639, it was ordered by t h e  Body of 
Freemen t h a t  "a walk s i x t e e n  f e e t  broad 
should  be made on Top o f  t h e  Great  H i l l ,  
made runn ing  Nor th  and South f r om  t h e  Green 
t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l . "  Near t h e  cen te r  
o f  t h i s  walk ,  t h e  p l ace  i s  s t i l l  p o i n t e d  
our  where t h e  sen t r y  box o r  watch house was 
e rec ted .  The p o s i t i o n  i s  a cor~manding one, 
and f a r  b e t t e r  t o  s tand  s e n t i n e l  t han  a t  
t h e  doors  o f  t h e  Meet ing House. 

- !So d e ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  I n d i a n  bea t i ng ,  
Our g rands i r es  bore t h e i r  guns t o  meet ing,  
Each man equipped on Sunday morn d 
N i t h  Psalm book, sho t ,  and powder horn;  L- 
And looked i n  form,  as a l l  must g r a n t ,  
L i k e  t h e  a n c i e n t  t r u e  church m i l i t a n t ,  
O r  f i e r c e ,  l i k e  modern deep dev ines,  
Who f i g h t  w i t h  q u i l l s ,  l i k e  porcupines.  

Th i s  year ,  t h e  common land  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t h e  "ox common," "cow common," and " c a l f  
common." The sheep and goa ts ,  o f  which 
t h e r e  were many, had p r e s c r i b e d  l i m i t s .  
Each f l o c k  was t h e  charge o f  a keeper,  who 
was o b l i g e d  t o  f o l d  them a t  n i g h t  t o  
p r o t e c t  them f r om t h e  wolves. I n  1642, it 
was es t ima ted  t h a t  t h e r e  were t w e l v e  thou-  
sand c a t t l e  and t h r e e  thousand sheep i n  
Town. Many o f  these  grazed on t h e  H i l l .  
O r i s i n a l l v ,  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  was i m ~ o r t e d  f r om " .  
~ o l i a n d .  To Quote f rom The ~ r o ~ h e s v  o f  
Samuel Sewel l  o f  1697  he New ~ e a v k n  Gpon 
t h e  New Ear th ,  a r e l i s i o u s  book and Dara- 
phrased by ~ o h n   ree en leaf W h i t t i e r :  

"As long  as c a t t l e  s h a l l  roam a t  w i l l ,  
The green g rass  meadow by Turkey H i l l ,  
As l ong  as sheep s h a l l  l ook  from t h e  s i d e  
Of Old Town H i l l  on t h e  marshes wide, k 
And Parker  R i v e r  and s a l t  sea t i d e ,  
So long  s h a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  here  be born,  
Grow up and r i p e n  on God's sweet co rn ,  
The I s l a n d  s t i l l  i n  p u r p l e  w i t h  ylums, 
And up t h e  r i v e r  t h e  salmon cones." 

I n  1644,.the Town p a i d  t h r e e  pounds t o  John 
Emery f o r  a p a r c e l  o f  l and  c o n t a i n i n g  about 
t h r e e  acres,  fo rm ing  a t r i a n g l e ,  o f  which 
twen ty  rods was reserved  f o r  a bu ry i ng  
ground w i t h  a way t o  it f rom t h e  east .  
Th i s  i s  s i t u a t e d  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  Old  Town 
H i l l  and'was known as t h e  "Emery Lot."  Now 
it i s  known as t h e  " F i r s t  Bury ing Ground o f  
t h e  F i r s t  S e t t l e r s . "  

On t h e  south s i d e  o f  t h e  H i l l ,  near t h e  
Johnston l o t  l i n e  and about one hundred 
f e e t  back from Newman Road, i s  a dugout. 
As c h i l d r e n ,  we p layed  on t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
H i l l ,  which was t hen  owned by M r .  Stephen 
P. Hale. He t o l d  us t h a t  it was t h e  c e l l a r  
h o l d  o f  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  houses i n  Newbury. 
W i l d  roses used t o  grow t h e r e  and M r .  Ha le  
t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bush came f r o w  

L 



England. It i s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an 
I n d i a n  cemetery on t h e  H i l l ,  which was once 
des ignated by p i l e s  o f  smal l  stones. Now 

--, it would be imposs ib le  t o  l o c a t e  it because 
& o f  t h e  overgrowth. 

On J u l y  13, 1700, Samuel Eng l i sh ,  t h e  
I n d i a n  h e i r  o f  Masconomo, Ch ie f  o f  t h e  
Sagamore o f  Agawam, gave a  deed t o  a l l  t h e  
land  i n  Newbury t o  t h e  selectmen o f  t h e  
Town. For t h i s ,  t h e  Town p a i d  t e n  pounds 
i n  c u r r e n t  money of New England. A t  t h a t  
t i m e  t h e  selectmen were: C u t t i n g  Noyes, 
Joseph Kn igh t ,  R ichard Dole, John No r th i ng  
and Joseph Pike. Th is  deed i s  recorded i n  
book 14, page 67, Essex R e g i s t r y  o f  Deeds, 
Southern D i s t r i c t ,  Salem, Massachusetts. 

The "Muster F i e l d "  l i e s  n o r t h  o f  Old Town 
1 H i l l  and ge ts  i t s  name f rom t h e  Grand 

Reunion o f  t h e  Massachusetts Regiment, 
) which took  p l ace  i n  t h e  summer o f  1868. 

The event was c a l l e d  "The Muster,"  and t h e  
whole f i e l d  was t h i c k l y  d o t t e d  w i t h  t e n t s  

i 
f o r  a  week o r  more. 

1 Once upon a t i m e ,  a l o c a l f a r n e r  had a 
l a r g e  peach orchard back o f  t h e  H i l l .  Th is  
was known t o  a l l  f o x  hun te rs  as "The Peach 

& -Orchard." It was loca ted  on land owned by 
an Adams f a m i l y ,  and i s  s t i l l  known as t h e  

I "Peach Orchard." 

I As years passed, an elm t r e e  grew where t h e  
Block House once stood. Th is  became a  I landmark f o r  many years,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  i t  

1 gave way t o  t ime. Here, a lso ,  a  f l a g  s t a f f  

I was e rec ted  and i n  1898 a  f l a g  was f l own  by 
, M r .  Stephen P. Hale i n  honor o f  t h e  
I 
I vo lun teers  who entered t h e  Spanish-American 
I Var . 

A prominent f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r s  i n  Newbury- 
p o r t ,  M r .  Robert  J. NcKinney, was i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  a t  an Easter  Sunr ise Serv ice.  
He was so impressed w i t h  a  c ross  a t  t h e  
ceremony t h a t  he had one made o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
redwood, which he presented t o  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  workers o f  Newburyport and v i c i n -  

. i t y .  Th is  cross was e rec ted  near t h e  elm 
t r e e  i n  1926. 

On Sunday, J u l y  1, 1928, a  p a t r i o t i c  
s e r v i c e  was h e l d  a t  t h e  Cross on t h e  H i l l .  

t a k i n g  p a r t  i nc l uded  Rev. Harry  0. 
A m ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  Cen t ra l  Congregat ional  

Church i n  Newburyport; Rev. A.C. McGi l ton,  
m i n i s t e r  o f  Peop le 's  Method is t  Church i n  

Newburyport; Rev. Myles S t o t t s ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  
Old South P resby te r i an  Church i n  Newbury- 
p o r t  ; and Rev. Lawrence Hayward, m i n i s t e r  
o f  t h e  F i r s t  R e l i g i o u s  U n i t a r i a n  Soc ie t y  i n  
Newburyport. 

On Sunday a f te rnoon,  J u l y  13, 1930, a  Ter-  
centenary Serv ice  was h e l d  a t  t h e  Cross. 
Those t a k i n g  p a r t  inc luded  Rev. Glenn T. 
Morse, r e c t o r  o f  A l l  S a i n t s '  Church i n  West 
Newbury; Rev. A r t hu r  C. Peabody, r e c t o r  o f  
S t .  P a u l ' s  Episcopal Church i n  Newburyport; 
Rev. Edward P. Hol ton,  b r o t h e r  o f  Charles 
S. Ho l ton  and a  miss ionary  i n  I n d i a  f o r  
many years,  who spent h i s  l a s t  years i n  
Newbury; and Laura E. Humphreys, o r g a n i s t  
a t  t h e  F i r s t  Church i n  Newbury f o r  n e a r l y  
f i f t y  years. 

The organ used f o r  t h i s  ceremony was t h e  
one i n  t h e  Lower Green Schoolhouse, and was 
c a r r i e d  up t h e  h i l l  by t r u c k  on a  roadway 
on t h e  back o f  t h e  h i l l , .  Both these  ser-  
v i ces  were sponsored by t h e  Federa t ion  o f  
Re1 i g i o u s  Workers o f  i iewburyport  and 
V i c i n i t y .  For many years t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  
Eas te r  Sunr ise  Serv ices were h e l d  a t  t h e  
H i l l .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s, Wi lno t  R.  Evans o f  
Boston purchased t h e  Old Town Farm f rom t h e  
Newman Family.  A sec t i on  o f  t h e  H i1  1  was 
owned by t h e  Newnans. Newman Road was then  
known as H i l l  S t r e e t .  I Evans had t h e  
name changed t o  avo id confus ion w i t h  t h e  
H i l l  S t r e e t  i n  Nenburyport. Gradua l l y ,  M r .  
Evans acqu i red  ownership o f  o t h e r  sec t ions  
o f  t h e  H i l l ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  t h e  eas t  
and west ends. H i s  daughter ,  F lorence E. 
Bushee gave t h a t  p a r t  c f  t h e  H i l l  t o  t h e  
Trustees o f  Reservat ions. She acqu i red  t h e  
eas t  end o f  t h e  H i l l  and a l s o  deeded t h i s  
t o  t h e  Trustees. 

THE NEW HEAVEN UPON THE XEW EARTH 

I see, f a r  southward, t h i s  q u i e t  day, 
The h i l l s  o f  Newbury r o l l i n g  away, 
With t h e  many t i n t s  o f  t h e  season gay, 
Dreami ly  b lend ing  i n  autumn m i s t ,  
Crimson, and go ld ,  and amethyst, 
Long and low, w i t h  dwarf t r e e s  crowned, 
Plurn I s l a n d  l i e s ,  l i k e  a  whale aground, 
A t  s t o n e ' s  throw over t h e  narrow sound. 

( f rom a  r e l i g i o u s  book 9ub l i shed  i n  1597.) 

Th i s  unique a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n  by our  
member, IYrs. Mary P. Bar ton o f  Newbury. 


