
THE WINTER OF 1747-1748 I N  ESSEX COUNTY - - 

As we e n t e r  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1987-8, 
perhaps you would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
hear ing  about t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1747-8 i n  
Essex County. 

"The w i n t e r  o f  1747-8 was one o f  t h e  
memorable w i n t e r s  t h a t  used t o  be t a l k e d  
about by our  great -grandfathers  when t h e  
snow w h i r l e d  above t h e  d r i f t s  around 
t h e i r  h a l f - b u r i e d  houses. There were 
about t h i r t y  snow storms, and t hey  came 
storm a f t e r  storm u n t i l  t h e  snow l a y  
f o u r  o r  f i v e  f e e t  deep on t h e  l e v e l ,  
making t r a v e l i n g  exceeding ly  d i f f i c u l t .  
On t h e  twenty-second o f  February, snow 
i n  t h e  woods measured f o u r  and a h a l f  
f e e t ;  and on t h e  twen ty -n i n th  t h e r e  was 
no g e t t i n g  about except  on snow shoes. 

"There was apparen t l y  more snow i n  Essex 
county than  i n  any o t h e r  s e c t i o n  o f  New 
England, and it came very  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
season. On December f ou r t een th ,  i t was 
so deep and t h e  wind blew so f i e r c e l y  
t h a t  John Bowles was smothered t o  death 
on t h e  Neck a t  Salem. 

" I n  t h a t  pe r i od  t h e  highways were n o t  
c l ea red  o f  snow; n e i t h e r  was any at tempt  
made t o  pa th  t h e  snow. I f  it was t o o  
deep f o r  t r a v e l ,  gaps i n  w a l l s  o r  fences 
were made, and t h e  t r a v e l l e r  t u rned  h i s  
horse i n t o  t h e  open wind-swept f i e l d  o r  
pasture.  

"There i s  an i n c i d e n t  connected w i t h  t h e  
snow storms o f  t h i s  w i n t e r  o f  1747-8 
which w i l l  f i x  it i n  t h e  minds o f  
readers.  I n  t h e  West Pa r i sh  o f  Newbury, 
on m a j e s t i c  Crane Neck h i l l ,  l i v e d  a 
f a m i l y  by t h e  name o f  Dole, whose l i t t l e  
son, b u t  s i x  years  o l d ,  l a y  s i c k  w i t h  a  
f e v e r  as t h e  storms o f  December raged. 
On t h e  twenty-second o f  t h e  month t h e  
boy died. 

"The i r  k i nd red  s l e p t  a  m i l e  o r  two away, 
L 

The snow l a y  deep i n  d r i f t s  upon t h e  
ground, 

The roads unbroken no one cou ld  d i sce rn ,  
Twas h i l l  and v a l e  o f  deep untrodden 

snow. 
'Where should t h e  l i t t l e  boy be l a i d  t o  

r e s t ? '  
Was asked by anxious hear ts .  'He must 

l i e  t he re ,  
Where genera t ions  gone beneath t h e  sod 
Repose i n  peace, beneath t h e  ha1 lowed 

ground. ' 
Was answered by t h e  f a t h e r .  

"Across t h e  f i e l d s  and pastures,  
Down th rough t h e  v a l e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  
The saddest Christmas morn they  y e t  had 

known. 
They soon stopped, t h e  horses wal lowing 

deep 
Were fas tened  i n  t h e  snow. Now on again 
They move, b u t  i n  a  moment more t hey  

stop. - 
They s t a r t  and s top,  and s t a r t  and s top  

again. U 
And f a i l  t o  g a i n  upon t h e i r  f u n e r a l  way. 
Discouraged i n  h i s  va in  a t tempts t o  

reach 
The sacred b u r i a l - p l a c e  so f a r  away, 
The f a t h e r  sa id ,  'We cannot f u r t h e r  go; 
L e t  us bury  ou r  dead here where we are. '  
And t h e r e  beneath t h e  deep snow they  

l a i d  him 
Alone upon t h e  v a l l e y ' s  t r a c k l e s s  

s t r e t c h  
Then t u rned  t h e i r  faces  back t o  t h e i r  

l one  honie, 
From which t h e  l i g h t  had gone, no more 

t o  shine, 
A t  l e a s t  on ea r th .  

"Around t h e  l i t t l e  grave 
Others l a i d  t h e i r  dead, t i l l i n  t h a t  

lowland 

(con t inued  nex t  page) 
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Scores l a y  bur ied.  Today i t i s  a  p lace  
Where an t i qua r i ans  l ove  t o  wander: 
And l ook ing  round f o r  t h e  o l d e s t  grave- 

stone 
They f i n d  t h i s  one o f  Micah Dole, whose 

da te  
I s  seventeen hundred fo r ty -seven,  
And l ook ing  f u r t h e r  down they  read t h a t  

he 
Was f i r s t  of a l l  t o  l i e  upon t h a t  lea." 
[The Essex Ant iquar ian ,  Vol. V I I ,  No. 2, 
pages 86-87. I 


